
From: Dayna Hollembaek
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Regarding salaries testimony
Date: Monday, February 10, 2025 4:51:21 PM

Aloha, 
There should be no increases in salaries. You should all be fired because you no longer work
for the people you took an oath to serve. I am opposed to any raises in salaries for any elected
officials here. You all disgust me. 

Give the raises to our teachers, give the money to fix our failing schools,  they deserve it more
than you. 

Dayna Hollembaek



From: laurie bell
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Raises
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 7:06:40 AM

I highly oppose these raises! Hawaii leaders have been running our State into the ground with
waste fraud and abuse!

Mahalo 

Laurie Bell 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device



From: Emerson Lau
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose Politician pay raises
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 7:07:38 AM

Greetings, 

I am writing in opposition of Hawaii politician and judges raises.  We have not seen any
productivity and continue to see increased suffering of the residents of Hawaii.  Josh Green
has benefited financially off the importation of homelessness and continues to.  The court
system is broken to where law abiding citizens are punished more harshly than people that
actually do violate the law.  This will not be stood for. 

Thank you, 

Emerson



From: Dayna Hollembaek
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for salaries
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 7:41:17 AM

I am opposed to pay raises. No one deserves a pay raise when they are doing nothing for our community, not
listening to the people and passing despicable bills that the people are completely against. Instead of pay raises you
should all be fired. Give money back to the failing schools, tackle the homeless problem, give money back to the
community that so desperately needs it. I can’t even believe that these people would have the audacity to ask for a
raise when they aren’t even working for the people as they should.
Disgusting.

Dayna Hollembaek

Sent from my iPhone



From: A Lisa
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Salary increases
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 7:44:27 AM

I oppose pay increases for elected officials and government employees!   Hawaii residents have it very tough and
you are just going to see more local people leave or as they are now referred to as work force housing recipients!

The plantation has only changed locations but is the exact same concept!

Please help stop the madness!
Sent from LT



From: Nanea Lani
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay raises for State leadership
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 8:02:54 AM

I do not consent to this exorbitant pay raise, or any pay raise, for our elected leadership. They don’t listen to our
voices! They aren’t working for us, and they have no right to approve and take more of our taxpayer monies for their
personal gain. That is all their office is in Hawaii, back door dealings and personal gain. Vote No!

Meghan Ganser
Kauai
Sent from my iPhone



From: Lloyd & Michele Trujillo
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 8:10:19 AM

Not justified- crooks



From: Troy Freitas
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay Raise
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 8:28:16 AM

This a ridiculous pay raise. You take on a public servant job not for the money. If most of us can survive on less
than $100,000 and still provide for our families and work many hours and don’t see how you can justify a pay raise
especially in this economy. This is not a good use of or tax money.

They are definitely many perks that we do not know of which makes the job beneficial. What free things do they get
and benefits from business and insights on things that an ordinary job does not receive.

Most people get 3-5 percent increases. The same should be fine here if anything.

Sincerely,
Troy Freitas
School Teacher

Sent from my iPhone



From: Darian Kaneaiakala-Kupau Miranda
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Huge Pay Raises for Politicians & Judges - Opposing
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 9:50:00 AM

Aloha,

I am submitting this testimony in strong opposition to the proposed salary increases for
Hawaii’s politicians and judges. This proposal is not just unjustified—it is an insult to the
hardworking people of our state who are struggling every single day to make ends meet.

Hawaii has one of the highest costs of living in the nation, and yet wages for the average
worker remain stagnant. Our people are drowning under the weight of high taxes,
skyrocketing housing costs, and the burden of working multiple jobs just to survive.
Meanwhile, Native Hawaiians are being priced out of their own homeland, forced to relocate
to the mainland because they can no longer afford to live where they were born and raised.

The state’s minimum wage is a joke—insufficient to provide even the most basic standard of
living. Teachers, state workers, and first responders earn wages that do not reflect the value of
their work. Our roads are in poor condition, our public school lunches are both expensive and
inadequate, and crime is on the rise due to a lack of resources and staffing for law
enforcement. Yet, despite all of these pressing issues, our politicians believe they deserve a
raise?

Here are the facts:

The Governor’s salary would be increased to $189,000 per year.

The Lieutenant Governor’s salary would be increased to $188,000 per year.

The Chief Justice would earn $248,000 per year, and Circuit Court Judges would earn
$217,000 per year.

Senators and Representatives would receive $74,000 per year.

These figures are outrageous when compared to what the people of Hawaii are facing daily.
How can our leaders justify these raises when so many of their constituents are struggling to
keep food on the table and a roof over their heads? How can they claim to represent the people
when their actions show a blatant disregard for the hardships we face?

We do not have enough police officers to address rising crime rates, yet judges believe they
are entitled to salaries exceeding $200,000 a year. We have educators leaving the profession
because they are paid too little to survive, but our elected officials feel they deserve more
money for ignoring the needs of the people. This is not leadership—this is greed, and it is
unacceptable.

Elected officials are public servants. They ran for office under the pretense of serving the
people, not serving their own financial interests. If they truly believe in the values they claim
to uphold, they should refuse this raise and instead focus on fixing the critical issues facing
Hawaii’s residents.



To every politician and judge considering this pay raise: shame on you. Shame on you for
prioritizing yourselves over the very people who placed you in office. Shame on you for
failing the hardworking men and women of Hawaii who depend on you to lead with integrity,
not self-interest. If you genuinely believe you deserve this raise, then prove it—fix our roads,
lower our taxes, ensure our keiki are fed, pay our teachers and first responders what they are
worth, and make Hawaii livable for all. Until then, this proposal should be immediately
rejected.

Mahalo,

Darian



From: Doree
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] COMMISSION ON SALARIES: EXECUTIVE, JUDICIAL, AND LEGISLATIVE
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 4:46:32 PM

This my written testimony to OPPOSE all of the salary increases being proposed in the
meeting for the COMMISSION ON SALARIES: EXECUTIVE, JUDICIAL, AND
LEGISLATIVE. 

Pay increases are absolutely NOT warranted. The amounts proposed are GROSSLY high. It’s
audacious to ask for such outrageous increases when constituents/residents are struggling to
make ends meet. There are also much more important things to allocate our hard earned tax
dollars toward. 

Submitted by
Dorinda Ohelo
Mililani, Hawaii

Please advise if you need additional information from me. 



From: Marlies Lee
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No pay raises now
Date: Friday, February 14, 2025 11:01:53 PM

Aloha,
Please no pay raises now.
Minimum wage is a fact here in Hawaii and most of the workers work very hard with low pay.
It’s unfair to pay office workers so much more for not harder or more important work.
And for sure no pay raise for the governor, he hasn’t done anything amazing at all.
Maui is still a disaster zone.
Give the money to Maui instead of government! They are the only ones that deserve it really!

Marlies Lee
Sent from my iPhone



From: info pilatesonmaui.com
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO ON PAY RAISES
Date: Monday, February 17, 2025 8:27:27 PM

Outrageous to think they want more money, when the people are living on the streets
and can't afford shelter or groceries.

Please vote NO!



From: Mabelle Bastien
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay raises
Date: Monday, February 17, 2025 8:29:29 PM

Please vote NO on pay raises as is proposed this Thursday at the meeting.



From: Sarah Tiritas
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Elected official raises
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2025 9:35:19 PM

Aloha 

I hope you are having a wonderful day.  

I am writing you today in hopes to persuade you from approving the government state
officials, the governor, lieutenant governor, chief justice, circuit court judge, senate or
representative in legislative.  A 20-60% raise over the next 5 years is outrageous.  

how about the pay raises are determined by the health and prosperity of the state.
Balanced budget, thriving constituents, no housing and homeless crisis,
transportation leader and not in worst traffic, low crime rates, an infrastructure that
isn’t failing, and let's make sure our students are high performers.

Then let's talk raise.

In the private sector, it's normal for a high performers to get a 3% raise. I have never
heard of anyone getting a 10+ percent raise.  

There seems to be no real ROl (return on investment) with our politicians and local
government. If they were supposed to be elected on a merit based system, majority of
them wouldn't make the cut. The people of Hawaii are not getting fair representation
from them considering how much we're taxed.

And they feel they deserve these raises? It's a no from me

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sarah Tiritas 
Sent from my iPhone



From: scott fitzel
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 1:29:31 PM

Read the room- Josh has failed. No to making him the highest paid anything. No on the raises

Sent from my iPhone



From: Phebe Kahoiwai
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for Hawaii Salaries
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 1:33:05 PM

Hearing: Feb 20, 2025 at 2 pm

To Whom It May Concern:

I am submitting a written testimony for the upcoming hearing scheduled on the above date. This is in reference to
Hawai’i officials receiving a salary increase with taxpayers’ monies. I formally and fully oppose this salary increase.
This would further cause undue financial hardship on Hawai’i taxpayers and is not warranted.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email
or via my mobile below.

Very Respectfully,

Phebe Kahoiwai



From: R T
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay raise TESTIMONY
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 1:38:21 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in OPPOSITION of a pay raise for ANY Government official regardless of their
position.  

The citizens of Hawaii are struggling to keep up with everyday living expenses while
everything keeps getting more expensive and more expensive.  City & State officials should
have to suffer the same that we do.  Until majority of the constituents receive hefty pay raises
like they're proposing for themselves, they should propose that to the companies first.  

Until these "public servants" start managing the state and city better, NO ONE SHOULD GET
A RAISE!  Also...These are important issues that should be put to a ballot for the residents of
Hawaii to vote on and have a say.  Not some self seeking "boards or "commission".

In opposition,

Rossanna Tavares



From: Francisco Jimenez
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] §26-56 Commission on salaries
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 1:49:34 PM

I oppose to the raise on the commission on salaries. Government officials should allocate and
invest that money to improve state programs, roadways, infrastructure and schools. Not for
their  pockets. 

Mahalo, 
 Francisco Jimenez



From: Dawn Lee
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony: 2024-2025 Commission on Salaries
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 2:08:53 PM

I am writing in OPPOSITION (`A`ole) to all pay raises recommended by you.   

I understand being competitive, but this, is not right.  Most citizens, if they are lucky,
get a 3-5 percent increase.  The same should apply.  

They make quite enough money and if it is not to their liking, they can step
down.  Supposedly they got into government to serve their community.  Serve away. 
If they can't live within that, then they should seek employment elsewhere and/or start
living within their means. 



From: Jay Mau
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay raises
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 2:10:27 PM

Aloha, 

This should be a big no to any Big pay raise, they're raises should be in line with other state
workers
 .   Either that, or give all state and city workers the same percentage raise.  

This is ridiculous to have such a huge one time raise.... Please be for the people, not just the
few on top...

Mahalo
Jason Mau



From: s.m. lawson
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] VOTE NO on salary increase
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 2:13:50 PM

Aloha, 

Shocking recommendation to pass ANOTHER pay increase for government officials after
2023 huge increase is outrageous, tonedeaf entitlement for ELECTED officials who are
trusted to be PUBLIC SERVANTS, not self-interested, self-serving legislators.

Your constituents are struggling to make ends meet for basic survival needs (housing,
health, food, schooling). Yet you dare to propose MORE comfort for those already
receiving perks and benefits of public office. This is a SERVICE position. 

VOTE NO OR BE VOTED OUT!!! 

Mahalo.

S Lawson
Lahaina, Maui, Hawai'i



From: melissa lahti
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose Pay Raises Gov
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 2:22:24 PM

Please oppose the pay raises for Hawaii state employees, such as Governor, Lt Governor ect! Our state has many
issues that need to be addressed and any funds available can go to the many issues our government has failed us on!
I do not feel they are deserving of huge pay raises, while the locals suffer to meet the basic necessities!!! Please vote
NO, thank you! ML



From: kuihekili82
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] HRS 26-56 opposing commission on salaries
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 2:46:30 PM

I oppose the increase of pay raises to Hawaiis elected officials and government employees. None of them deserve a
pay raise. You all swore oaths to better serve Hawaii but you all failed its people. Hawai’i is in ruins right now, and
they think they deserve pay raises. What makes it worst is the governor can appoint two out of the seven members to
be in the committee to discuss pay raises, seems unfair to Hawaii’s people. All the money should go back to funding
education, eradicating rhinoceros beetles, making communities safe from any harm, stopping criminals/ criminal
activities , Hawaii affordable housing projects, homelessness, and fixing public areas/ facilities instead of greed and
selfishness. What a sad time we live in Hawaii, where electives believe they need pay raises before they even made
any contributions to its people. People are struggling to make ends meet right now, but they see it as the best time to
seek a ridiculous increase in salary. Disappointing.

Mahalo,
Kekoa



From: Lina Garcia
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Written Testimony to NOT AGREE WITH SALARY INCREASE
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 3:00:31 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Shame on you…this proposed salary increase is ridiculous and outrageous. These positions
are failing our needs and falling short of reaching any realistic improvements.
 
The roads are horrid, the communities are suffering, and this state has less “Aloha” than ever
before.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lina Garcia | Operations Coordinator
POS Highway | CompuTant
888.881.1988 sales | 833.214.2715 support
www.poshighway.com | helpdesk@computant.com
 
Office Hours:
East Coast: 8am to 5pm EST
Hawaii: 8am to 5pm HST
Support: helpdesk@computant.com
After Hours Urgent support: 833-214-2715
 

 



From: matt@cscpahi.com
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] proposed salary increases for Governor and others
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 3:02:31 PM

I oppose the proposed pay raises for the governor and others being proposed.
 
You work for us the taxpaying citizens and we should be deciding if you deserve a raise or not
and we say no you do not.
 
You have not fixed our economy, you continue to oppose constitutional rights in favor of
special interest groups, you have not even made a dent in the homeless population and yet
you welcome illegal aliens into our state.
 
When you have earned a raise we can give one, just showing up does not mean you have
earned a raise.
 
Matt Smith
 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY: The information contained in this email message is confidential and is intended only for
the intended recipient(s).  If the reader of this email message is not the intended recipient (or the person
responsible for the delivery of this email message to an intended recipient), you are hereby notified that you
have received this document in error, and that any reuse, review, printing, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this email message in error, please reply
to the sender that you have received the message in error and delete it without printing it or making any
copies of it.  Thank you.

We inform you that any tax advice contained in this communication (including attachments) is not intended
nor can be used for the purpose of avoiding federal or state tax-related penalties under the Internal Revenue
Code or applicable state statutes nor to promote, market or recommend to a third party a partnership or
other entity, investment plan or estrangement.

 
 



From: Kyrie Puaoi
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony on Salary Increases
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 3:31:50 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in regards to the meeting of the commission on salaries and the proposed pay raises.

I strongly oppose these raises. I do not understand why this is even a consideration, when housing crisis, poor
education system, high cost of living - just a few of the problems we face in Hawaii, are still greatly impacting many
of us.

A 61% raise makes no sense, especially following Governor Green’s announcement stating that families should see
an increase in take home pay of $3600 in the next 7 years.

If you consider he said this would be for a family making $88,000 that equates to a whopping 4% increase.

May it be noted that I do NOT think there should be a pay raise at all. But in the case that it continues to be
considered, I ask that you consider lowering it from the proposed 61%. There is absolutely no justification for such
an increase. And use the additional funds in ways that benefit the majority, rather than a few.

Make theirs a 4% increase, just like the rest of us.

Mahalo for your time and consideration,

Kyrie Puaoi

Sent from my iPhone
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February 19, 2025 
 
 
Commission on Salaries 
Department of Human Resources Development  
Leiopapa A Kamehameha Building 
14th Floor, Room 1403  
235 South Beretania Street  
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Subject: Opposition to Proposed Salary Increases 

Dear Members of the Commission on Salaries, 

I write to formally express my opposition to the proposed salary increases for the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, cabinet members, judges/justices, and legislators. Hawai‘i 
residents continue to face financial hardships, including the high cost of living, housing 
shortages, and economic recovery from recent challenges. Many of our constituents struggle 
daily to afford basic necessities, and their tax dollars should be prioritized toward essential 
services such as public safety, food sustainability, education, and infrastructure rather than 
increasing government salaries. 

As public servants, we must lead by example and demonstrate fiscal responsibility, particularly 
in times of economic uncertainty. Approving salary increases at this time would send the wrong 
message to the hardworking people of Hawai‘i who have not seen similar wage growth in their 
own lives. Furthermore, public service should not be pursued for competitive compensation, but 
rather out of a passion for one’s community and state. The motivation to serve should be driven 
by a commitment to improving the lives of our residents, not by financial incentives. 

I urge the Commission to reconsider these proposals and to instead focus on policies that directly 
benefit our communities. Our duty is to serve the people, and that means ensuring that state 
funds are allocated to the areas of greatest need. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Mahalo, 

 



 
 
February 19, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 

Senator Brenton Awa 
Minority Leader 
Senate District 23 
Kāne‘ohe, Kahalu‘u thru Lā‘ie,  
Kahuku to Mokulē‘ia,  
Schofield Barracks, Kunia Camp 
Hawai‘i State Capitol, Room 203 

 

 
 

 

 



From: Alvin Ryan Erice
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Written Testimony
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 3:54:46 PM

Aloha,
I would like to take the time to say that I highly disagree with the possibility of these outrageous raises that would be
awarded to undeserved people. This is coming out of us fellow taxpaying citizens and most of us are already just
barely getting by as it is. To say that these people are deserving of these raises is an insult to us, the people of
Hawai’i. We should be funding our education system to help our children, the future leaders. We should be working
towards a better and stronger economy for all of Hawai’i, not lining the pockets of undeserving politicians. You
people supposedly got into your jobs so you can SERVE OUR COMMUNITY and help make it a better place, but
this talk of raises shows you are all just trying to SERVE YOURSELF. I hope the right thing is done and these
ridiculous raises do not get awarded because I don’t know anyone that is deserving of it right now. Mahalo!



From: Ariel Neves
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to pay increase for Hawai"i Governor
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 3:57:01 PM

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed pay increase for the governor. At
a time when many citizens are facing economic challenges, it is both inappropriate and
unjustified to allocate additional taxpayer funds for a salary increase at the highest level of
state government.

Public service should prioritize fiscal responsibility and the well-being of the people, rather
than self-enrichment. I urge you to reject this proposal and instead focus on policies that
benefit hardworking citizens who are struggling with the rising cost of living.

I appreciate your attention to this matter and hope you will act in the best interest of the people
you serve.

Sincerely,

A. Neves



From: Lynnette Kanuha
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay raises
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:05:57 PM

As a Hawaii citizen who votes in every election I am against these proposed pay raises.
Hawaii residents have one of the highest state tax as well as inflated costs for food, utilities, now insurance and you
politicians want more when residents are suffering.
We taxpayers will be paying for these raises,
Ever year, as far back as I remember, you politicians have regurgitated the same problems that the state is facing
with all these lofty solutions but nothing really gets solved.
Why do you then deserve to get paid more.

Lynnette Kanuha

Sent from my iPad



From: Karen Lopez
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Raise for Josh Green
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:07:01 PM

Josh Green does NOT deserve a raise. He has done nothing for our state
He calls people liars on left leaning news stations , even disrespecting local people during covid. He wants to
remove our rights as far as vaccine mandates and this will only open the flood gates. Local people are struggling to
make it WHY SHOULD GREEN be the HIGHEST PAID GOVERNOR IN THE NATION. He doesn’t care about
Hawaii’s people. This is a slap in the face to Hawaii’s people.

Sent from my iPhone



From: Lisa
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pay raises
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:11:37 PM

I stand in strong opposition to these pay raises. Our elected officials are supposed to work for
us, but they continue to prove time and again that they work for themselves and/or special
interests.

There is very little to no ROI (return on investment) for the citizens in our state considering
the exorbitant amount of taxes we pay. Our people that have been born and raised here cannot
afford to live here because of the extremely high cost of living and are moving out of state in
droves. And the rest of us are doing all we can to make sure we can continue living in our
home state.

I'm particularly peeved that this bill would make Josh Green THE HIGHEST PAID
GOVERNOR in all 50 states. This is outrageous! He has done nothing to deserve this pay
raise whatsoever. We, the Hawai'i taxpayers, just paid for him to fly to Washington D.C. a few
weeks ago so that he could oppose the confirmation of RFK Jr. for HHS Secretary for his own
agenda, and he DID NOT represent all of us by doing so. That was an egregious waste of our
money! Furthermore, he's set aside $20 million in our state budget (again, OUR taxpayer
money) to oppose President Trump for anything that HE deems worthy. I do not appreciate my
taxpayer dollars being used to fund our Govenor's personal vendetta and agenda. If anything,
he's squandering our money and this proves a lack of fiscal responsibility. He should actually
step down because of this, and not be rewarded with a pay raise.

Our state is hurting and passing this bill is a slap in the face to all of our citizens. 

Sincerely, 
L. Brown

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



From: Seaglass Mamma
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No pay raises
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:26:19 PM

I am opposed to pay raises for Josh Green and others. People are suffering and you want a
raise. Fix this state first. 

C. TELLS 



From: Noah Noah
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No to Salary Raise
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:29:49 PM

Raises should NOT be given



From: toll-mandala-4z@icloud.com
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] A"ole raise
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:54:09 PM

How and why?  For what?  What have you folks done great for our beautiful island?  NOTHING!!!!  Waste the tax
payers money on a ugly concrete pillar eye sore that runs through half of our a'ina,  Where's all our natural
resources?  Where's saving the a'ina and planting sustainably for future generations to come!!!!!!!  What will our
keiki have when they grow up?  What about our nurses, and first responders and teachers.  We need to focus on the
next generations and the homeless.  Give to them, help them out.  Why fill these greedy governments pockets
more?!  I HIGHLY OPPOSE THESE RAISES!!!!  A'OLE! 



From: Darnell Caravalho
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Salary Increase for Governor and State Employees
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 4:57:30 PM

I disagree with the pay increase for the governor and any state employees at this time. And for governor Green to
become the highest paid governor in the nation is crazy. 

The cost-of-living is very high for the people, and we are all having a hard time making ends meet. Why not lower
the taxes and give money back to the people. 

If our legislators really cared about the people that  they are supposed to be serving they would know better than to
even consider proposing a pay increase.

Sent from my iPhone



From: Solaris 808
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony re: Salary increases
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 5:07:55 PM

Aloha

I OPPOSE  

I OPPOSE

I OPPOSE

I AM AGAINST ANY SALARY INCREASES FOR THE GOVENOR, THE LEGISLATURE, JUDGES, Etc

not while my community is STILL STRUGGLING AFTER THE FIRES HERE ON MAUI

SEND  A 60%  PAY INCREASE TO MY COMMUNITY, GET HOMELESS PEOPLE THE SUPPORT THEY
NEED, TAKE CARE OF WATER ISSUES AND FLOODING  AREAS IN SOUTH MAUI.  

COME BACK AND ASK IN 10 YEARS WHEN LAHAINA IS REBUILT

Pilialoha Teves



From: toll-mandala-4z@icloud.com
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] House Bill 1118
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 5:18:18 PM

This is our rights as parents, as firm believers of our LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST!  As a parent of 4 I
should be able to say and choose what is right for my keiki.  Not all keiki are the same.  I HIGHLY ABSOLUTELY
OPPOSE OF THIS RIDICULOUS BILL!!!!!!!  A'ole vaccines!!!!!!!



From: Stephanie
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose Any/All Raises
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 5:31:43 PM

To whom it may concern,
My household is against any type of raise that would allow our Gov. to be the highest paid in the US.
Why doesn’t the money be used to repair our failing education system? Pay our teachers more? Assist with the
homeless problem? Assist with the housing crisis? Assist with the fire rebuilding in Maui? Provide drug
rehabilitation services to people?
I could go on and on. So I guess my main concern is : why give him MORE MONEY when instead, we can help
MORE PEOPLE IN THE STATE WHO NEEDS HELP.

A big fat “no” from me .

Stephanie
Sent from my iPhone



From: Sharan Sadowski
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Potential Pay Raises for Hawaii Government Officials/State Workers
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 5:35:20 PM

I am shocked and disappointed that the proposed raises are so high and ridiculous.  Many fall
in the range of a 50%-60% increase.  Does that routinely happen 
for an ordinary citizen? Definitely not!  These raises speak of greed on the part of those who
have vowed to serve the people of Hawaii.  Further, how is it that one 
of the smallest states in our Country in size and population would have the highest paid
Governors?  I am against these pay raises.  

Thank you, 

Sharan Sadowski
Hawaii Resident  

Sent from Outlook



From: lisawilkinson923@gmail.com
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Salary increases
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 5:41:33 PM

I totally oppose the pay raises because you get paid more than enough considering that we see nothing or not enough
of anything being done in our communities. Wasting taxpayer dollars on unnecessary things like the rail, humps
where not needed, homelessness getting worse, people leaving the island, mainlanders buying our land and property
and much more. I work for a cafeteria at a school and haven’t received my hazard pay yet after years and see that
arbitration is pending. How in the world can you all even consider raises when our state is a damn mess  and people
screwed up and struggling to make ends meet! So NO raise!! This is just so UNBELIEVABLE!! The NERVE !!
You should ALL BE ASHAMED OF YOURSELVES!!!



From: Nikki Kepoo
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose Salary Increases
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:13:34 PM

Aloha Committee Chair and Councilmembers,

Our state has suffered enough at the hands of greed and selfish gains by individuals like Josh Green. I strongly
oppose any salary raises and humbly ask for you to do the same.

This is not right to our people, our children, or the people who need our support far more than Josh Green who
already made millions from pharmaceutical companies.

Please do NOT pass this bill.

Mahalo,
Nikki Kepoo
Sent from my iPhone



From: Jennifer Kamiko
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed raises
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:23:11 PM

I do not agree with any raises for any elected officials at this time. The State of Hawaii has so
many problems that need to be fixed. Show that you even deserve the pay you get now. 
Jennifer Kamiko



From: Rob Lee
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Compensation Increases
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:24:32 PM

Aloha,

I am writing and submitting this written testimony in OPPOSITION to any and all proposed
salary increases for the Governor, Lt. Governor, Chief Justice, Circuit Court Judges and State
Senators and State Representives based on these proposals are not commensurate with the
duties and responsibilities of the aforementioned positions. The current pay levels of
these positions are already more than what is warranted. 

The Governor and Lt. Governor should be ashamed of themselves for asking for these
increases. Its absurd and an incredible waste of taxpayers money.

Mahalo,

Rob Lee

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone



From: miss-lioness@hawaii.rr.com
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Pay raises
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:31:50 PM
Attachments: embeddedtext2.txt

Subject: Pay raises

I stand in strong opposition to these pay raises. Our elected officials are supposed to work for
us, but they continue to prove time and again that they work for themselves and/or special
interests.

There is very little to no ROI (return on investment) for the citizens in our state considering
the exorbitant amount of taxes we pay. Our people that have been born and raised here cannot
afford to live here because of the extremely high cost of living and are moving out of state in
droves. And the rest of us are doing all we can to make sure we can continue living in our
home state.

I'm particularly peeved that this bill would make Josh Green THE HIGHEST PAID
GOVERNOR in all 50 states. This is outrageous! He has done nothing to deserve this pay
raise whatsoever. We, the Hawai'i taxpayers, just paid for him to fly to Washington D.C. a few
weeks ago so that he could oppose the confirmation of RFK Jr. for HHS Secretary for his own
agenda, and he DID NOT represent all of us by doing so. That was an egregious waste of our
money! Furthermore, he's set aside $20 million in our state budget (again, OUR taxpayer
money) to oppose President Trump for anything that HE deems worthy. I do not appreciate my
taxpayer dollars being used to fund our Govenor's personal vendetta and agenda. If anything,
he's squandering our money and this proves a lack of fiscal responsibility. He should actually
step down because of this, and not be rewarded with a pay raise.

Our state is hurting and passing this bill is a slap in the face to all of our citizens. 

Sincerely, 
L. Brown

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



From: JB Bolson
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Regarding salaries testimony Monday, February 10, 2025
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:32:15 PM

Aloha,

The proposed salary increase is absurd, and frankly unwarranted. Among the many other reasons, the prominent
adjective that immediately hits my brain is Undeserved, Fraudulent, etc.

Clearly, I am highly opposed to the salary increase and I am wildly confident that the vast majority of constituents
would agree with me, whether they have taken the time to submit their testimony or not.

Please consider this testimony.

Mahalo.

JB Bolson



From: Kelli Ukauka
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] OPPOSE
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:45:20 PM

Aloha,
My name is Kelli Ukauka and I am submitting testimony in opposition of the salary
commission increase. This is not justified. We barely can put food on our table, inflation, gas,
taxes on everything. Our parks and schools are not even up to par and I could go on.
I vote in opposition to this increase, especially for our governor.

Respectfully,

Kelli Ukauka



From: Hawaii Republican Party
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Compensations
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:53:45 PM

Subject: Opposition to Salary Increases for State Officials Amid Hawaii’s Ongoing
Struggles

Aloha Commission, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to any proposal to increase the salaries of the
governor and other state officials while the people of Hawaii continue to face some  economic
struggles in our state.  It is not only irresponsible but outright offensive to even consider such
increases while local families are being priced out of their homes, homelessness is rising, and
thousands of native Hawaiians are leaving the state because they can no longer afford to live
in the land of their ancestors.

At a time when working families are being crushed under the weight of skyrocketing costs,
inflation, and high food costs, how can our elected officials justify giving themselves a raise?
Are our leaders so out of touch with the daily struggles of the people they were elected to
serve? It appears that Governor Josh Green and others believe they deserve a larger paycheck
while the average resident struggles to afford groceries, gas, and rent. Is this his version of
"Let them eat cake"?

The people of Hawaii have spoken time and time again about the urgent need to address the
cost of living crisis, yet instead of focusing on real solutions, it seems our state leaders are
prioritizing their own pockets. This is an insult to every hard-working taxpayer who sacrifices
daily just to make ends meet.

Leadership should be about service, not self-enrichment. Until every Hawaiian family can
afford to stay in their home, until the homeless crisis is addressed, and until the people of
Hawaii see real economic relief, no government official should receive a raise. The people of
this state deserve better.

I urge you to reject any salary increases for state officials and instead focus on addressing the
real issues facing the people of Hawaii. Anything less is a betrayal of public trust.

Sincerely,

Tamara McKay

State Chair, Hawaii Republican Party 

(808)280-0928

 

 









































 





























































































From: elizabeth Degala
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 9:34:35 AM

Aloha

Oppose the bill for Josh green to get salary. And his agenda

Elizabeth
Sent from my iPhone



From: Marianne Eaton
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO on increasing Gov Saleries
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 10:17:32 AM

Marianne Eaton
P.O. Box 190675
Hawi, HI. 96719
1-808-640-5749
marianneski@mac.com

Most people don’t get these kind of raises ever.  WHY should Hawaii Government Officials get it?  First we need to hire a
genuinely independent body to go over our real fiscal status.  “DOGE” for Hawai’i’s government!  The seniors receiving
social security should get that sizable raise.

I oppose this pay raise!

Mahalo,
Marianne Eaton



From: EDWARD BARINQUE
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony In Opposition To Legislature Pay Raises
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 10:30:30 AM

The argument for a 64% pay raise is weak. Although I feel that the submission of my testimony will fall on deaf ears
I would like it to be added to the record nonetheless.

As a business owner, I believe that pay raises should be based on merit only. An employee must prove to me that a
pay raise is justified.  Hawaii legislators are the employees of the people of Hawaii and they have not proven
themselves worthy of a pay raise, especially a 64% one.  They have not represented my voice but rather continue to
push their own agendas and liberal views.

Hawaii continues to have one of the highest costs of living in the US. I've seen very little progress in improving the
housing crisis. The selling of land to foreigners or non-Hawaii residents continues. Hawaii's homelessness and
houselessness continues to be an issue. Former Lt. Governor Green has publicly stated that he will place priority on
resolving the homeless situation.  It appears to have gotten worse as the streets continue to be used for homeless
encampments throughout the city of Honolulu.

Because government produces nothing and relies on taxpayers to fill their coffers, pay raises such as the ones
recommended by the commission could only exist in a government setting.  It's very easy to spend money that isn't
your own because the supply seems limitless.  Lawmakers must approach this issue with the mindset that the money
supply is not endless and they can't vote to give themselves a raise in pay from people who cannot vote their own
selves a pay raise and yet continue to struggle each day.

Legislators  must first look around their communities and the entire state to see if their jobs really made an impact to
make Hawaii a better place for its people.  The answer is "no", they haven't made Hawaii a better place.  Many
legislators continue to be the same voted in office each election cycle and the results of our state remains the same. 
One local lawmaker each election cycle is fond of using the word, "CHANGE". There's been very little change all
these years, yet this person continues to be a legislator. This is a good time to reflect on what Albert Einstein's
definition of insanity is.

Because I believe that pay raises must be merit based, legislator and governor pay must be tied to the state of
Hawaii's economy on an annual basis.  Annual pay raises (in small increments) would be recommended only if the
state of the State of Hawaii shows significant improvement.  Let the voters decide what "significant improvement"
would look like in economic numbers.  That would be a fair approach.

Again, I oppose legislative pay raises recommended by the salary commission.

Mahalo and Aloha,
Edward Barinque
808-381-2285

barinque_communiquebah - RING - ke    kah - MYOON - i - ke

"The motion of creative thought"



From: Dawn OBrien
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ALOHA & STRONG OPPOSITION to Pay Raises
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 10:45:10 AM

Aloha Salary Commission,

Greetings in great aloha, & thank you for taking time to read the letters of myself, a lifelong resident of the
State of Hawai'i & yes, I do vote ever since i turned 18.

I stand in STRONGEST OPPOSITION to the proposed pay raises for the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
Chief Justice, Circuit Court Justices, and State Senators & Representatives. The State of Hawai'i is
among the states with THE highest taxes in the nation, compounded by the HIGHEST COST OF LIVING
yet our legislative leaders do not look to resolve living cost issues like affordable housing or infrastructure
(aside from a limitless Rail expenditure now in the Millions of dollars). How can you possibly think of
raising your own compensation when you've not worked to resolve the issues of our state's people?
Additionally, inflation continues to make us second guess even the use of an egg in a recipe, thanks to
government spending of both national Democrat leaders (President Biden administration) as well as long-
time Hawai'I Democrat governors. Where is the justice that you continue to tax us to death--where many
Hawai'i residents are moving to the continental USA as well as Governor Green's own admission that
more people of Hawaiian blood are now living OUTSIDE of Hawai'i than here in our islands? Yet you will
tax us again? FOR WHAT? FOR FAILING TO DO YOUR JOBS FOR WE THE PEOPLE? 

This would make Governor Green the highest paid Governor in the USA, for what? For fighting the
majority voice on CoVid restrictions and forced vaccinations? For failing to stop monster homes owned by
foreigners? For offering to bring California wildfire victims while ignoring our own Lahaina & Maui wildfire
victims? It truly boggles the brain to try to understand the logic of paying this Governor more for the
damage he's done. And we're one of the smallest states rewarding the worst performance with the
greatest paycheck. Unbelievable arrogance. 

Finally, in summary, I strongly oppose this proposed pay raise for our leaders until such a time as we may
show financial results that are for the people, not rewarding special-interest leaders who do not represent
the people of Hawai'i. Please OPPOSE this proposed pay raise until that time.

Mahalo & May God lead you well,
Dawn O'Brien
Lifelong resident of the State of Hawai'i
President, HOPE HI, Inc. -- a local non-profit



From: Conner Green
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose Politicians Salary Raises
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 12:26:23 PM

I strongly OPPOSE pay raises for these politicians.  They do not deserve such a pay hike especially our
governor- Josh Green!  He obviously is a PAID politician and does not work for "We the People".  It's
totally absurd to allow such a pay increase when the rest of Hawaii is struggling.  Who really needs and
deserves the raises?  Our Teachers, Police, Fire and EMTs and let's not forget the people of Maui!!!

Do not allow Hawaii people to be ripped off again.  We're already being ripped off by the Rail!!!!

Conner Green

P.S.  Our email addresses should be private and not publicly displayed.  Were you trying to avoid more
OPPOSITION to the pay raises that's why you share our testimony displaying personal information?!!!



From: Leilani Lindsey Kaapuni
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I Vote NO to Increasing Government Salaries
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 12:42:21 PM

To the Hawaii Commission,

I’m emailing my testimony regarding proposed increases to Hawaii State workers’ salaries, including the Governor,
Lt. Governor, Senators, House Representatives, Chief Justice, and Circuit Court Judges.

I vote NO to salary increases for these public servants, especially at this time of great uncertainty in the economy,
inflation, rising costs of food, energy, housing, mass layoffs, and the cost of living in Hawaii. To approve such an
increase in salary, 52%-64%, is a slap in the face to their hard-working, struggling constituents.

If these public servants are not satisfied with their salary, they should not run for office.

Sincerely,

Leilani Lindsey Kaapuni
Hilo, Hawaii



From: Lynnette Kanuha
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hb1118
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 12:45:12 PM

Against mandatory vaccinations.

Freedom of choice.
You can choose to be vaccinated if you wish. You will be protected .
If others don’t want to take it it’s their choice.

Lynnette Kanuha
Sent from my iPad



From: Chablis Cambra
To: DHRD.Compensation
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition Testimony Against Salary Increases
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2025 1:01:53 PM

Date: 02/20/25

Subject: Testimony in Opposition to Salary Increases for the Governor and Other State
Employees

Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Esteemed Members of the Committee,

I am submitting this testimony in strong opposition to any proposed salary increases for the
Governor of Hawaii, other top state executives, and government employees at this time. While
we value and respect the work of public officials, increasing salaries in the current economic
climate is fiscally irresponsible and does not align with the economic realities facing Hawaii’s
residents and taxpayers.

1. Economic Hardships for Residents

Hawaii has one of the highest costs of living in the nation. Many residents are struggling with:

• Skyrocketing housing costs that outpace wage growth

• Rising inflation impacting everyday expenses such as food, utilities, and transportation

• High state tax burdens that make it difficult for families to stay financially afloat

A salary increase for government officials, particularly the Governor and other high-ranking
officials, sends the wrong message when many residents live paycheck to paycheck and face
economic instability. If public servants truly wish to lead by example, they should be
demonstrating financial prudence and sacrifice, not seeking higher salaries while their
constituents struggle.

2. Budget Constraints and Fiscal Responsibility

Hawaii continues to experience budget shortfalls, increasing debt obligations, and unfunded
liabilities such as public employee pensions and healthcare costs. Increasing government
salaries will further strain the state’s finances and divert funds from essential services,
including:

• Public education and school infrastructure improvements

• Public safety and emergency response

• Housing assistance and homelessness programs

• Healthcare and mental health services



Before considering salary increases, our state leaders must prioritize responsible fiscal
management and demonstrate that taxpayer funds are being used effectively.

3. Existing Salaries Are Already Competitive

The Governor of Hawaii already earns a six-figure salary that far exceeds the median
household income of most residents. Similarly, high-ranking government officials and public
employees receive generous salaries, benefits, and pensions that are far more competitive than
those of many private-sector workers in the state.

If the justification for pay raises is retention and recruitment, it is important to note that public
sector jobs come with stability, benefits, and retirement security that most private-sector
employees do not receive. There is no pressing need to increase salaries when these positions
remain highly sought after.

4. Government Efficiency and Accountability

Before approving any salary increases, we should be asking: Are taxpayers getting their
money’s worth?

• Have state agencies demonstrated efficiency and cost-cutting measures?

• Are we seeing measurable improvements in government services?

• Has the public been given the opportunity to weigh in on this issue?

Without clear evidence of improved performance, increased accountability, and more efficient
use of public funds, granting raises to top officials is unjustified.

5. The Public’s Perspective

Hawaii residents have not been given sufficient opportunity to provide input on these salary
increases. If salary adjustments are being considered, they should be put to a public vote or
subjected to a more transparent process that allows residents to express their concerns.

The perception that elected officials are prioritizing their own pay over the needs of the public
fosters distrust in government. Leaders should focus on addressing economic relief for
residents before considering their own financial gain.

Conclusion

At a time when many families in Hawaii are struggling to make ends meet, it is tone-deaf and
fiscally irresponsible to approve salary increases for the Governor and other high-ranking state
officials. The focus should be on economic recovery, government efficiency, and fiscal
responsibility, not increasing government salaries.

For these reasons, I urge you to reject any proposed salary increases and instead prioritize
policies that directly benefit the people of Hawaii.

Thank you for your time and consideration.






